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STANDARD OF LIVING IN KRASNOGORSK

no difference between the prices of consumer goods in Krasnogorsk
and in Moscow. The Krasnogorsk population reacted-very favorably to the first
two price cuts (1947 and 1949) effected after 1946, because these measurcs
brought abcut a substantial improvement in the standard of living there,
Popular reaction to the last twe price reduction laws (1950 and 1951), while
still favorable, was nct sc strong., The latter price laws had relatively littl
effect in reducing the prices of basic consumer goods. Furthermore, the
prices of some goods freguently rose in 1950-51, after price reductions hed
been introduced., In other cases, the quality of some goods affected by price
reductions deteriorated, sc that,in the final analysis, the prices of goods of
squal quality remainasd approximately the same as before.

Nithir the Moscow region, it was generslly true that the availsbility of
consumei gocds varied Inversely witlh the distance from Moscow, This applisd
not only to certain luxury items, as wight be expected, but also to some stan. .ol
food products, such as meat and butter, It was equally true, understandably -
that there wes a far greatér selaciwon of shoes and clothing-itéems in Moscow
stores o 20 Brasnogorsk, The Cerman cpecialiste at Plant No, 393 never
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purchased clothes in Krasuopurws but always travelled to o
Moscow where better bargal s weve to be pad, A -few articles
previously abundant, esnecisl v hutter and meat, became scarcity
1tems after 1950 in Krasnogorai, ' ‘

sovief manufacture were always

4, Poor quality textile goouu or ‘ .

.available in Krasacgorsi, var, it was noteworthy that

the textile products most 1 nand were goods imported from

the satellite countries: «zecnoslovakian shoes, Bulgarian
cloth, German shoes and cloth. “The quallty of these goods

‘was uniformly better than 3cvies products of comparable-prices,
" These 1mport goods were immedistely sold out when placed on
sale, ’ : '

5 | |the Soviet population was satisfled in general
- with present-cay living conditions. Under the 'influence of
25X1 government propaganda, they appeared confident that their
, living standard would continue to increase. This satisfaction
was undoubtedly the result of isolation from the Western world.,
The average Soviet citizen knew nothing of 1ife in Western
Eurcpe and thus had no real basis of comparison in Jjudging
living conditions at home, ) « :

25X1 1 dIscharged soldlers and scldlers on leaVve from Germapy
who de ing corditions there in glowing terms, How-
ever, these impressions were gquickly forgotten
once a soldler returned home and readJusted himself to .Soviet

25X1 society, Undoubtedly Party officials preverted such indi-
v1dgals from praising living in the West, 1f they were inclined
to do so. N : -~

9. A group of approximately 150 Spanish boys and girls, ranging
) from 14 to 21 years of age, attended .a %trade school in Krasno-
25X1 gorsk and worked part time ai Plant Ne, 393. The entire group
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was billeted in a singie “otlosw and was is?la;gﬂ_iznm_ihe_____;j
Sszg'i’i adg} E AROEIG S Taes v igsge  cow -‘i'hm‘ =W Vol |

F% the end ol the Civil war,
Théy nad been evacurvea s wreir parents from Barcelona to
the Soviet Unlon. ‘thgve w:s oo sign of thelr parents,

supposedly followers of &t Liist reglme, | |
[;jf]they wished to returs nnme vo Spaing buf They were not yet-

allowed to do so.

10. A robbery occurred one nignf in the German livinz quarters,.
With the ald of bloodhounds fhe wiiitia was able to establish
that the thief lived in the aormltory housing the Spanish
apprentices. A short time lacer. the entire group of Spanish
youngsters disappeared overni . __No one knew sgpec :

L cappened fc them | 3
anyens who dlgaupesrs atv DLENG 1n the Soviet union
an only be headed for Siteria.

FOREIGN RADIC BROADCASTS
11,

1
08T Boviet radio owners
Were interested In and ‘is-erned to radin hrosdraste fram ke

West, | _ |
| [ They were particularly concerned that the. short-
ave reception of their prsdics he adfusted Ar Imrveawas [

12, Othe: t radio tsunenql

fhad heard about living
conaltions in the West from Soviet soldiers who had served 1in -
Germany. These soldiers had ciaimed that eveéry German worker
was a capltalis¥ as they w:re so well clothed and frequently
owned their own housee. These reperte aroused the curid sity
of many customers. “they wisbad to hear with their own: ears .
about living conditions zbroacd. These radio owners also mentione:
an interest in international affajps as their motive for listen-
ing to Western broadcasts. They wished above all to receive any
information from the West concerning the possibility of a new
world war, . .

13, Soviet radio owners in the Hic,aancgorsk area liséenbd primarily

to Russlan-language brosdcasts transmitted from London on the
Y1- and 3i-meter banas at 2200 and 2300 hours Moscow time,
|these broadcasts were

Y 1ved best. They were eliler BBG news programs or VOA programs
" which were relayed by BRC. ~ o

ICommgntb:|
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= evidently VOA and BEC progrems
» (relative to.the numper =f
rere Jamnilog 1s so inteuse,/

even have o large lisrs
radio owneras) in the Mossaw ares b

L

SR

Approved For Release 2006/12/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001300070007-2



